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invention relates to high voltage discharge lamps and more particularly to a starter pulse
generator for starting an HID lamp in the flash mode. 2. Description of the Prior Art In U.S.
Pat. No. 4,036,708 to R. Capogreco et al., there is disclosed a double flash lighting apparatus
for a HID lamp with a starter pulse generator in which there are two ignition pulses provided,

one of which may be omitted. In that patent, a starting circuit is provided wherein the HID
lamp is connected to one side of an ignition inductor and the other side of the inductor is
connected to the center tap of a magnetic field coil. The HID lamp is cycled for 30 to 50

milliseconds to a negative DC potential in the order of 100 KV and then flashed for a period
of from about 1 to 4 milliseconds at the end of the flashing period. During the flashing period,
a pulse of energy is transmitted by the magnetic field coil to the ignition inductor. This pulse

is of voltage in the range of from about 5 to 20 KV and a much shorter period of time in
duration than the flashing period. In U.S. Pat. No. 4,033,474 to J. McElroy et al., there is

disclosed a high voltage flash start pulse generator for a high voltage HID lamp. In that patent,
the HID lamp is cycled for a period of 30 to 50 milliseconds to a negative DC potential in the
order of 100 KV and then flashed for a period of from about 1 to 4 milliseconds at the end of

the flashing period. During the flashing period, a pulse of energy is transmitted by an
electromagnetic coil to the HID lamp to initiate flashing of the lamp. U.S. Pat. No. 4,016,908
to R. Capogreco et al. discloses a high voltage starter pulse generator for starting an HID lamp

in the flash mode. In that patent, 3da54e8ca3
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